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Every student admitted as an undergraduate in any USG institution must meet the requirements for one of the
categories listed below and must meet any additional requirements that may be prescribed by the institution.
Applicants should be advised that meeting minimum requirements will not guarantee admission at any
institution. Institutions may set additional and/or higher requirements than listed here.
Except as explicitly permitted in this Policy Manual, any exceptions to these admissions policies may be made
only with written approval of the USG chief academic officer. Exceptions to these admissions policies will also
be reviewed by the Board biennially to ascertain how such action impacts institutions within a given sector.
Students must submit transcripts of all secondary and college work and must follow the application procedures
specified by the institution to which they are applying.

4.2.1.6 Course Credits for International Baccalaureate Diploma Completion
System-wide Implementation Guidelines
In recognition of the fact that a strong predictor of college success is a rigorous high school curriculum, USG
institutions will award academic credit for appropriate courses in the USG core curriculum for corresponding
subject areas in a completed International Baccalaureate (“IB”) Diploma Program in which the student obtained
designated end of course assessment scores.
Both Standard Level (college preparatory) and Higher Level (college comparable) courses will be considered
for credit in a completed Diploma Program, as the program does not allow students to take all Higher Level
courses. Higher Level end- of-course assessment scores of four or more and Standard Level scores of five or
better suggest that the IB Program work is comparable to a college course.
The course credit schema in the table below will be used system-wide, with allowances made for variable
credits in each category to account for labs, and on occasion, for depth of material covered in the IB Program
subject area that may be comparable to more than one college level course.

Semester Credit Hours Granted

Score

Standard Level

Higher Level

4

0

3-4

5

0-4

3-8

6–7

3-8

3 - 12

The particular courses for which students receive college credit may vary from institution to institution,
depending on what courses the institution offers. Determinations of course comparability will be made by the
respective departments. Institutions shall, however, attempt to have consistency across the USG on common
numbered core courses.
The total college course credits awarded for IB assessments may not exceed 24.
All institutions shall have a widely disseminated policy governing the award of course credits for IB
assessments. The policy will apply to both resident and non-resident students.
Institutions will collect data on IB students, analyze the data, and recommend revisions to the policy if
warranted.
A student may opt not to accept credits if he/she sees that acceptance of credits may disadvantage him/her.
Further, if a student believes that the assessment of his/her work from the IB Diploma Program and subsequent
awarding of credits for such is in error, he/she may file an appeal with the appropriate department chair and
request a re-assessment. As with other academic matters, if the issue is not satisfactorily resolved at the
department level, the student may then appeal to the dean of the respective college, with a final appeal to the
vice president for academic affairs, whose decision in the matter will be final.
Individual Institution Implementation Guidelines
Along with the system-wide policy, individual institutions may choose to offer additional benefits. After the
appropriate core courses are credited, if the student (diploma completer) has additional acceptable IB
assessment scores (4 or better for HL, 5 or better for SL) that have not been awarded course credits, individual
institutions may award credit for other lower-division courses outside of the core for up to a maximum of 24
credits (total).
Institutions may choose to award other benefits to diploma completers as well (e.g. early registration, parking
pass, etc). If that is the case, details will be available on the institution’s website.

Institutions may choose to award credit to students who did not complete the diploma program but were
awarded a certificate for completion of a specific subject area for Higher Level courses with an assessment
score of 4 or better.
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